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The Birds of Ecuador comprehensively treats the nearly 1600 species of birds that can be found in

mainland Ecuador in two volumes. The authors describe Ecuador this way: "One of the wonders of

the natural world. Nowhere else is such incredible avian diversity crammed into such a small

country. . . . Birds are, happily, numerous in many parts of Ecuador: even the downtown parks of the

big cities such as Quito and Guayaquil host their complement."Volume I, Status, Distribution, and

Taxonomy, contains detailed information on the ecology, status, and distribution of all species.

Introductory chapters deal with geography, climate, and vegetation; bird migration in Ecuador;

Ecuadorian ornithology; endemic bird areas in Ecuador; and conservation. Individual species

accounts treat habitat, distribution, and taxonomy.The two volumes of The Birds of Ecuador are

available separately or may be purchased as a slipcased set.
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There are probably only two ways of approaching this book. Firstly on your knees, bowing low and,

secondly, after several weeks of serious weight-training. I have recently come back from a short

bird-watching holiday to Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands. I knew these books were coming out,

but they weren't out in time for me. So, like thousands of birdwatchers in the past, I had to make do

with Hilty & Brown's "Birds of Colombia" (Princeton University Press) as the next best thing. Hilty &

Brown is an EXCELLENT book, but Ecuador has some 500 more bird species than Colombia and is

arguably the richest birding country on the planet. A comparison is instructive. Hilty & Brown's



paperback covers its remit in 820 pages and weighs 1.3kg. Ridgely & Greenfield consists of two

paperback volumes totalling nearly 1600 pages which,in their thick cardboard slipcase, weigh 3.1 kg

! Hence the need for weight-training - even so, these may be more than you can comfortably carry

and even the authors suggest you leave one volume at home ! Both Paperbacks are called "The

Birds of Ecuador" but one is sub-titled "Vol. I. Status, Abundance & Taxonomy", whilst the other is

"Vol. II. Field Guide". They are VERY different. Volume II is the more immediately traditional. It is

740 pages long, has nearly 100 colour plates illustrating the birds of Ecuador and is supported by a

text giving details of each bird, habits, voice etc. and a distribution map. Volume I is 850 pages long

and only has one illustration. It has an 80-page section on various topics such as ecosystems,

migration, conservation, a history of Ecuadorian birdwatching, a gazeteer.
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